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Summary

Background to Mine Safety and Health 
Administration (MSHA) Stay Out—Stay Alive 
(“SOSA”) Campaign.

California-Specific Information.

AMLU Hotline: 1-877-OLD-MINE.

Some Accident Statistics.

California Premier of the 2008 MSHA Stay 
Out—Stay Alive DVD Dilemma of the Desert: 
Real Life Experiences.
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Summary

Focus of brief presentation = Public Safety.

Presentation does not address people who 
knowingly enter abandoned mines to film 
videos for YouTube, collect artifacts to sell on 
eBay, geocache, etc. despite the dangers.
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Background to MSHA’s Stay 
Out—Stay Alive Campaign



5

Background to MSHA’s Stay 
Out—Stay Alive Campaign

Every year, dozens of people are 

injured or killed in recreational 

accidents on mine property.

SOSA is a national public 

awareness campaign launched 

by MSHA in 1999 and aimed at 

warning children and adults about 

the dangers of exploring and 

playing on active and abandoned 

mine sites.
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Background to MSHA’s Stay 
Out—Stay Alive Campaign

It is a partnership of more than 70 federal and 

state agencies, private organizations, 

businesses and individuals.

MSHA produces DVDs and 

conducts other outreach.  An 

outreach event is being 

planned for California in 2009.

WEBSITE: 
www.msha.gov/SOSA/SOSAhome.asp

http://www.msha.gov/SOSA/SOSAhome.asp
http://www.msha.gov/Streaming/wvx/sosaDVD.wvx
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California-Specific Information

California has an 
estimated 47,000
abandoned mines

~ 39,000 (84%) are 

physical hazards.
~ 5,200 (11%) are 
environmental 

hazards.

To report an 
abandoned mine, call 
1-877-OLD-MINE.
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Man Rescued After 2 
Nights in Mine Shaft 
(August 17, 2008)

3 Men Died … in 
Gold Mine

(May 20, 2008)

California-Specific Information
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33 Reported Incidents at Abandoned 
Mine Sites (2000-2008)

California-Specific Information



14 (31%)

24 (52%)

8 (17%)

Fatalities

"Near Misses" *

Pet Rescues
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Abandoned Mine Accidents (2000-08)

California-Specific Information

* Accidents that could have resulted in a fatality, but did not.



11 (29%)

8 (21%)

10 (26%)

5 (13%)

4 (11%)

Vehicle 
(motorcycle, quad)

Vehicle (SUV)

Falls (non-vehicle)

Asphyxiation

Drowning
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Abandoned Mine Accidents (2000-08)

California-Specific Information



32 
(84%)

5 
(13%)

1 
(3%)

Gender of Accident Victims

Male Female Unknown
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Abandoned Mine Accidents (2000-08)

California-Specific Information
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Ages of Accident Victims
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http://www.msha.gov/streaming/sosa.asp

Dilemma of the Desert DVD

http://www.msha.gov/streaming/sosa.asp
http://www.msha.gov/streaming/sosa.asp
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Dilemma of the Desert DVD
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Dilemma of the Desert DVD



16

Send news clips to Cy Oggins:  cy.oggins@conservation.ca.gov.

Report abandoned mines in CA to the AMLU Hotline: 1-800-OLD-MINE.

Questions? 
& Contact Information


